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1. Introduction	
  
	
  

During	
  the	
  first	
  twelve	
  months	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  (after	
  a	
  preparation	
  
phase	
  of	
  six	
  months),	
  the	
  German	
  team	
  planned	
  and	
  prepared	
  a	
  field	
  trip	
  to	
  Oman,	
  where	
  a	
  
high	
  prevalence	
  of	
  female	
  genital	
  mutilation	
  (FGM)	
  was	
  expected	
  and	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  potential	
  
actors	
  had	
  already	
  been	
  identified.	
  The	
  trip	
  took	
  place	
  from	
  November	
  21st	
  till	
  December	
  5th	
  
2013	
  and	
  was	
  successful	
  in	
  mapping	
  actors	
  and	
  achieving	
  a	
  more	
  profound	
  assessment	
  of	
  
the	
  situation	
  in	
  Oman	
  –	
  both	
  in	
  reference	
  to	
  FGM	
  and	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  possible	
  future	
  activities.	
  	
  
	
  
On	
  May	
  7th-­‐10th,	
  a	
  conference	
  was	
  organized	
  with	
  participants	
  from	
  Oman,	
  Saudi	
  Arabia,	
  
Egypt,	
  Iraq,	
  Iran,	
  India,	
  Malaysia	
  and	
  Indonesia	
  which	
  was	
  held	
  in	
  Istanbul	
  as	
  the	
  Second	
  
Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Asia.	
  
	
  
On	
  this	
  conference,	
  a	
  regional	
  network	
  of	
  activists	
  from	
  eight	
  countries	
  was	
  formed.	
  New	
  
partners	
  were	
  found	
  for	
  projects	
  in	
  Iran	
  which	
  started	
  to	
  be	
  put	
  in	
  action	
  shortly	
  after	
  the	
  
conference.	
  With	
  activists	
  from	
  Malaysia	
  first	
  plans	
  for	
  projects	
  were	
  made.	
  
	
  
On	
  May	
  31st	
  the	
  project	
  coordinator	
  held	
  a	
  lecture	
  in	
  Dubai	
  (United	
  Arab	
  Emirates)	
  about	
  
FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East.	
  In	
  July	
  two	
  partners	
  were	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  Girls’	
  Summit	
  in	
  London	
  to	
  
speak	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East.	
  
	
  
Through	
  projects	
  and	
  desk	
  activity	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  achieve	
  a	
  relevant	
  media	
  coverage	
  of	
  
FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Asia,	
  also	
  other	
  NGOs	
  started	
  pointing	
  to	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  FGM	
  
in	
  Asia.	
  Several	
  contacts	
  with	
  the	
  UN	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  high-­‐level	
  Unicef	
  officials	
  in	
  
the	
  conference	
  in	
  Istanbul	
  by	
  skype	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  a	
  representative	
  of	
  Unicef	
  
Iraq	
  all	
  through	
  the	
  conference.	
  Unicef	
  Iraq	
  has	
  become	
  a	
  partner	
  of	
  WADI	
  in	
  Iraq	
  in	
  the	
  
struggle	
  against	
  FGM.	
  	
  
	
  
Furthermore	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  fatwas	
  by	
  religious	
  figures	
  concerning	
  FGM.	
  
	
  
Further	
  activities	
  included	
  the	
  launch	
  of	
  an	
  Arabic	
  website,	
  the	
  collection	
  of	
  all	
  relevant	
  
studies	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  region,	
  the	
  production	
  of	
  several	
  press	
  releases	
  and	
  background	
  
articles,	
  outreach	
  to	
  the	
  press	
  and	
  regular	
  updates	
  of	
  the	
  English	
  and	
  Arabic	
  website	
  and	
  the	
  
Facebook	
  page.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  media	
  outlets	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  project	
  and	
  the	
  
number	
  of	
  page	
  views	
  has	
  risen	
  significantly.	
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2. Summary	
  of	
  Activities	
  
	
  

2.1	
  Oman	
  	
  
2.1.1.	
  Field	
  Trip	
  to	
  Oman	
  (Indicator	
  3.1.)	
  
Please	
  see	
  Oman	
  report	
  
	
  
2.1.2	
  Successive	
  activities	
  
	
  
The	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  Omani	
  activist	
  Habiba	
  Al	
  Hinai	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  Oman	
  was	
  translated	
  from	
  Arabic	
  
to	
  English,	
  edited	
  and	
  complemented	
  with	
  an	
  introduction,	
  methodology	
  and	
  summary	
  of	
  
results	
  in	
  cooperation	
  with	
  her.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  February	
  5th,	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Habiba	
  Al	
  Hinai	
  were	
  interviewed	
  
for	
  a	
  long	
  reportage	
  in	
  the	
  popular	
  Y-­‐	
  Magazine	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  Oman.	
  
	
  
Habiba	
  Al	
  Hinai	
  was	
  interviewed	
  by	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  Arabic	
  Media	
  afterwards	
  –	
  not	
  all	
  of	
  it	
  was	
  
published	
  but	
  in	
  some	
  cases	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  reach	
  a	
  large	
  audience	
  like	
  on	
  BBC	
  Arabic	
  in	
  
September	
  when	
  Al	
  Hinai	
  mentioned	
  in	
  a	
  discussion	
  which	
  was	
  more	
  generally	
  about	
  
activism,	
  reform	
  and	
  human	
  rights	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  Oman:	
  

	
  
	
  
During	
  the	
  Second	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  &	
  Asia	
  Habiba	
  al	
  Hinai	
  from	
  
Muskat	
  and	
  an	
  activist	
  from	
  Salalah	
  in	
  Oman	
  met	
  up	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  and	
  started	
  planning	
  
further	
  mutual	
  activities.	
  	
  
	
  
They	
  also	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  Video	
  Workshop	
  offered	
  at	
  the	
  conference	
  and	
  were	
  provided	
  
with	
  a	
  camera	
  to	
  contribute	
  to	
  a	
  regional	
  film	
  project	
  (see	
  section	
  2.3)	
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2.2.	
  Second	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  &	
  Asia	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
30	
  activist	
  and	
  researchers	
  from	
  South	
  East	
  Asia	
  and	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  have	
  met	
  for	
  a	
  3	
  day	
  
conference	
   in	
   Istanbul	
  on	
  7-­‐10	
  of	
  May,	
  2014,	
  to	
  continue	
  efforts	
  on	
  eliminating	
  FGM	
  from	
  
their	
  local	
  contexts.	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  main	
  objectives	
  of	
  the	
  conference	
  was	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  regional	
  
network	
  within	
  South	
  East	
  Asia	
  and	
  the	
  Middle	
  East,	
  where	
  activists	
  from	
  various	
  countries	
  
can	
   join	
  efforts	
   to	
  establish	
  a	
  unified	
  voice	
   that	
  counters	
  FGM,	
  but	
  also	
   to	
  exchange	
   tools	
  
and	
  best	
  practices.	
  
	
  
The	
  conference	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  succeed	
  in	
  sharing	
  newly	
  found	
  data	
  in:	
  
	
  	
  
1-­‐ Oman	
  where	
  it	
  exposed	
  the	
  prevalence	
  of	
  the	
  practice	
  within	
  the	
  Omani	
  society	
  
2-­‐ In	
  South	
  and	
  Central	
   Iraq	
  where	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  prevalence	
  of	
  FGM	
  was	
  investigated	
  

and	
  was	
  found	
  to	
  be	
  as	
  high	
  as	
  25%	
  
3-­‐ Iran,	
  where	
  only	
  recently	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  small	
  studies	
  have	
  been	
  published	
  in	
  a	
  book	
  for	
  

the	
  first	
  time	
  
	
  
Further	
  presentations	
  gave	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  situation	
  in:	
  
	
  

4-­‐ Saudi	
   Arabia,	
   particularly	
   showing	
  medical	
   data	
   and	
   evidence	
   related	
   to	
   the	
   practice	
  
itself	
  in	
  Saudi	
  Arabia,	
  where	
  it	
  is	
  associated	
  mainly	
  with	
  migrant	
  workers.	
  	
  

5-­‐ Indonesia,	
  where	
  a	
  high	
  number	
  of	
  local	
  studies	
  exists	
  all	
  indicating	
  a	
  high	
  prevalence	
  of	
  
FGM	
  of	
  80-­‐90%	
  within	
  the	
  Muslim	
  population	
  

6-­‐ Malaysia,	
  where	
  less	
  studies	
  exist,	
  but	
  results	
  indicate	
  a	
  similar	
  pattern	
  as	
  in	
  Indonesia	
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7-­‐ Examples	
   of	
   best	
   practices	
   and	
   different	
   approaches	
   were	
   given	
   from	
   Northern	
   Iraq	
  
(Unicef,	
  Wadi),	
  Malaysia	
  (Sisters	
  in	
  Islam)	
  and	
  Indonesia	
  (Hivos,	
  Kalyanamitra)	
  

	
  
A	
  great	
  success	
   in	
  terms	
  of	
  reaching	
  out	
  to	
  UN	
  organizations	
  to	
  get	
  them	
  to	
  recognize	
  the	
  
prevalence	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Asia	
  was	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  Cody	
  Donahue,	
  co-­‐
manager	
  of	
  the	
  UNFPA-­‐UNICEF	
  Joint	
  Programme	
  on	
  Female	
  Genital	
  Mutilation	
  and	
  Claudia	
  
Cappa,	
  author	
  of	
  Unicef’s	
  statistical	
  overview	
  on	
  FGM	
  participated	
  by	
  skype	
  in	
  one	
  session.	
  
Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  presented	
  the	
  pitfalls	
  of	
  the	
  statistical	
  overview	
  and	
  its	
  wordings,	
  e.g.	
  
that	
   only	
   who	
   reads	
   the	
   overview	
   fully	
   may	
   understand	
   that	
   FGM	
   does	
   not	
   exist	
   in	
   29	
  
countries	
   only,	
   but	
   that	
   UNICEF	
   only	
   has	
   data	
   for	
   29	
   countries.	
   Unfortunately,	
   after	
   Ms	
  
Cappa	
   had	
   given	
   her	
   presentation	
   on	
   the	
   statistical	
   overview	
   little	
   time	
   was	
   left	
   for	
  
discussions	
  and	
  questions.	
  Yet,	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  for	
  an	
  activist	
  from	
  Oman	
  to	
  stress	
  the	
  need	
  
for	
  support	
  by	
  Unicef	
  on	
  this	
  issue	
  in	
  Oman	
  also	
  by	
  the	
  local	
  Unicef	
  representation.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  that,	
  the	
  conference	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  tackle	
  an	
  important	
  detail	
   in	
  regards	
  to	
  the	
  
cultural	
  dimension	
  of	
   the	
  practice,	
   specifically	
   in	
  discussing	
   the	
   relationship	
  between	
  Arab	
  
Muslim	
  societies	
  within	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  non-­‐Arab	
  Muslim	
  societies	
  in	
  South	
  East	
  Asia.	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  evident	
   that	
   some	
  of	
   the	
   justification	
   for	
  FGM	
   in	
  South	
  East	
  Asia	
  came	
   from	
  some	
  
religious	
   figures	
   from	
  Arab	
  Muslim	
  societies	
  who	
  are	
  able	
  to	
   influence	
  non-­‐Arab	
  Muslims,	
  
while	
   their	
   influence	
  within	
   their	
   own	
  Middle	
   Eastern	
   societies	
   is	
   limited.	
   Therefore,	
   the	
  
practice	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia	
  is	
  in	
  some	
  cases	
  of	
  a	
  higher	
  percentage	
  then	
  in	
  many	
  Middle	
  Eastern	
  
countries.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
Mawaheb	
   Al	
   Mouelhi	
   from	
   the	
   Egpytian	
   Task	
   Force	
   against	
   FGM	
   discussing	
   with	
   Omani	
   activist	
  
Habiba	
  Al	
  Hinai,	
  Thomas	
  von	
  der	
  Osten-­‐Sacken	
  and	
  Falah	
  Murradkhin	
  from	
  WADI	
  listening	
  closely	
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This	
   discussion	
   was	
   crucial	
   to	
   lay	
   a	
   good	
   foundation	
   for	
   a	
   regional	
   network.	
   Activists	
  
attending	
  the	
  conference	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  common	
  ground	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  against	
  
a	
   practice	
   that	
   is	
   often	
   regarded	
   as	
   a	
   Muslim	
   practice.	
   Therefore,	
   the	
   conference	
   has	
  
succeeded	
   to	
   define	
   the	
   wider	
   discourse	
   that	
   can	
   represent	
   more	
   than	
   seven	
   countries	
  
across	
   the	
   continent	
   in	
   fighting	
   FGM,	
   but	
   also	
   in	
   setting	
   clear	
   priorities	
   in	
   terms	
   of	
   the	
  
challenges.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  conference	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  meet	
  its	
  goals	
  through:	
  
	
  
1-­‐ 	
  Participants	
  have	
  agreed	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  establishing	
  a	
  regional	
  network	
  that	
  covers	
  all	
  of	
  

Asia	
  (Middle	
  East	
  including	
  Iran,	
  Gulf	
  Region	
  and	
  South	
  East	
  Asia).	
  
2-­‐ Participants	
  have	
  agreed	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  within	
  the	
  same	
  country	
  locally.	
  	
  
3-­‐ Participants	
   have	
   identified	
   participants	
   in	
   each	
   country	
   that	
   would	
   be	
   documenting	
  

data	
  and	
  cases	
  for	
  a	
  documentary	
  video.	
  	
  
4-­‐ Participants	
   have	
   identified	
   areas	
   that	
   need	
  more	
   research	
   and	
   support	
   in	
   their	
   own	
  

context	
  and	
  regional:	
  	
  
a. More	
   research	
   on	
   Saudia	
   Arabia	
   in	
   term	
   of	
   prevalence	
   of	
   the	
   practice	
   within	
  

Saudi	
  society,	
  and	
  the	
  collection	
  of	
  existing	
  Fatwas	
  banning	
  FGM.	
  	
  
b. More	
  research	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  prevalence	
  of	
  the	
  practice	
  in	
  Iran,	
  documentation	
  

of	
  governmental	
  efforts	
  to	
  combat	
  that	
  and	
  Fatwas	
  banning	
  FGM	
  from	
  the	
  clergy.	
  
c. More	
  research	
  and	
  data	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  Malaysia	
  and	
  Indonesia,	
  also	
  documentation	
  

on	
   the	
  governmental	
   stance	
  on	
  FGM,	
  possibly	
  documenting	
   the	
  aspects	
  of	
  how	
  
the	
  practice	
  in	
  both	
  countries	
  is	
  legal.	
  	
  
	
  

5-­‐ Participants	
  have	
  identified	
  areas	
  in	
  which	
  more	
  support	
  is	
  needed:	
  	
  
a. Networking	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  UN	
  agencies,	
  and	
  inclusion	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia	
  and	
  Middle	
  

East	
  in	
  WHO	
  agenda.	
  	
  
b. Training	
  on	
  information	
  management	
  and	
  dissemination.	
  	
  
c. Support	
  and	
  training	
  on	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  the	
  Regional	
  Network	
  from	
  Wadi,	
  so	
  

that	
  it	
  becomes	
  functional.	
  
d. Training	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  implement	
  a	
  regional	
  and	
  local	
  advocacy	
  campaign	
  to	
  change	
  

attitudes	
  towards	
  FGM,	
  and	
  engage	
  religious	
  leaders	
  in	
  addressing	
  the	
  issue	
  and	
  
eliminating	
  FGM.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
2.3	
  Video	
  Workshop	
  on	
  the	
  Conference	
  and	
  film	
  projects	
  in	
  Iran,	
  Malaysia,	
  Oman	
  and	
  Iraq	
  
(indicators	
  1.1.,	
  2.2.)	
  
	
  
When	
  it	
  became	
  clear	
  that	
  Objective	
  4:	
  “Small	
  Intervention	
  Fund”	
  for	
  Yemen	
  is	
  not	
  possible	
  
to	
  follow	
  up	
  on	
  because	
  the	
  security	
  situation	
  in	
  Yemen	
  remains	
  too	
  risky,	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  
East	
  proposed	
  to	
  use	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  budget	
  for	
  objective	
  4	
  for	
  a	
  video	
  workshop	
  on	
  the	
  Second	
  
Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  &	
  Asia.	
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Activists	
  from	
  Malaysia	
  and	
  Indonesia	
  conducting	
  interviews	
  about	
  their	
  work	
  against	
  FGM	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  objective	
  of	
  the	
  video	
  workshop	
  was	
  as	
  stated	
  in	
  the	
  proposal:	
  

-­‐ to	
  train	
  Anti-­‐FGM	
  activists	
  in	
  basic	
  video	
  filming	
  and	
  interviewing	
  skills	
  
-­‐ to	
  get	
  footage	
  from	
  different	
  countries	
  and	
  from	
  different	
  perspectives	
  about	
  FGM	
  

which	
  can	
  be	
  assembled	
  in	
  one	
  documentary	
  
-­‐ to	
  create	
  awareness	
  by	
  screening	
  the	
  documentary	
  

During	
  the	
  Second	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Asia	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  held	
  in	
  Istanbul,	
  7-­‐10	
  of	
  May,	
  
2014,	
  participants	
  had	
  the	
  opportunity	
  for	
  training	
  in	
  video	
  citizen	
  journalism.	
  	
  Learning	
  from	
  
the	
  experience	
  of	
  our	
  successful	
  video	
  project	
  in	
  Kurdistan	
  that	
  lead	
  to	
  documentary	
  and	
  
news	
  coverage	
  on	
  BBC,	
  BBC	
  Arabic	
  and	
  the	
  Guardian,	
  we	
  embarked	
  on	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  providing	
  
activists	
  and	
  researchers	
  with	
  cameras	
  and	
  production	
  knowledge	
  to	
  expose	
  FGM	
  across	
  
Middle	
  East,	
  West	
  Asia	
  and	
  Southeast	
  Asia.	
  We	
  believe	
  citizen	
  journalists	
  can	
  document	
  FGM	
  
in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  professional	
  non-­‐local	
  journalists	
  cannot	
  match	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  sensitive	
  nature	
  
of	
  the	
  topic	
  and	
  difficult	
  terrain	
  we	
  operate	
  in.	
  
	
  
Around	
  30	
  activists	
  and	
  researchers	
  from	
  many	
  countries	
  including	
  Iraq,	
  Egypt,	
  Iran,	
  Oman,	
  
Saudi	
  Arabia,	
  Malaysia,	
  Indonesia	
  and	
  India	
  attended	
  the	
  workshops	
  to	
  learn	
  basic	
  camera	
  
operations	
  and	
  sound	
  recording	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  interview	
  techniques	
  and	
  the	
  production	
  process.	
  
	
  
Activists	
  from	
  Iraq,	
  Iran,	
  Malaysia,	
  and	
  Oman	
  were	
  provided	
  the	
  Panasonic	
  AG-­‐AC90,	
  an	
  
easy-­‐to-­‐use	
  broadcast	
  quality	
  HD	
  camera,	
  to	
  take	
  back	
  to	
  their	
  home	
  country.	
  	
  These	
  four	
  
countries	
  were	
  chosen	
  because	
  the	
  activists	
  from	
  these	
  countries	
  already	
  had	
  a	
  plan	
  of	
  what	
  
to	
  film	
  (e.g.	
  activists,	
  victims)	
  and	
  filming	
  is	
  possible	
  even	
  if	
  under	
  difficult	
  circumstances.	
  
Participants	
  from	
  Indonesia	
  already	
  had	
  their	
  own	
  filming	
  equipment.	
  	
  



	
   9	
  

	
  
Since	
  then,	
  the	
  film	
  project’s	
  manager,	
  John	
  Chua,	
  has	
  maintained	
  contact	
  with	
  the	
  activists	
  
from	
  those	
  four	
  countries.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  share	
  our	
  experiences	
  with	
  each	
  other.	
  Especially	
  
in	
  Malaysia	
  and	
  Iran	
  filming	
  is	
  progressing.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
Footage	
  from	
  Iran	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Footage	
  from	
  Malaysia	
  
	
  
With	
  sufficient	
  funding,	
  Iran	
  and	
  Malaysia	
  are	
  the	
  targeted	
  countries	
  in	
  our	
  next	
  stage	
  of	
  the	
  
project.	
  Armed	
  with	
  new	
  video	
  material	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  international	
  media,	
  we	
  believe	
  
citizen	
  journalism	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  strong	
  tool	
  in	
  ending	
  FGM	
  globally.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
   10	
  

2.4	
  Iran	
  Projects	
  (Indicators	
  1.2,	
  1.3,	
  2.1.,	
  3.1.,	
  4.3)	
  
	
  
Due	
  to	
  the	
  difficult	
  political	
  situation	
  in	
  Yemen	
  with	
  violent	
  conflict	
  flaring	
  up	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  
possible	
  to	
  follow	
  up	
  on	
  the	
  plan	
  to	
  map	
  grass	
  root	
  groups	
  in	
  Yemen	
  and	
  support	
  activities	
  
including	
  trainings,	
  leaflets	
  etc.	
  Instead	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  support	
  a	
  similar	
  project	
  in	
  Iran	
  
and	
  even	
  get	
  involved	
  on	
  a	
  much	
  wider	
  scale.	
  Therefore	
  indicator	
  4.3	
  which	
  was	
  intended	
  
for	
  Yemen	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  achieved	
  for	
  Iran.	
  
	
  
Since	
  June	
  2014,	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  support	
  in	
  Iran:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  A	
  research	
  in	
  the	
  province	
  of	
  Kermansheh	
  
-­‐	
  Research	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  different	
  regions	
  of	
  Iran	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  English	
  
-­‐	
  translation	
  and	
  publication	
  of	
  a	
  booklet	
  on	
  FGM	
  
-­‐	
  publishing	
  fatwas	
  of	
  religious	
  leaders	
  who	
  oppose	
  FGM	
  
	
  
Prior	
  to	
  the	
  Second	
  Conference	
  on	
  Female	
  Genital	
  Mutilation	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  two	
  new	
  
activists	
  from	
  Iran	
  were	
  contacted	
  and	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  conference	
  which	
  were	
  won	
  as	
  
partners	
  for	
  projects	
  in	
  Iran.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  past	
  five	
  years,	
  researcher	
  Rayehe	
  Mozafarian	
  has	
  collected	
  all	
  existing	
  studies	
  about	
  
FGM	
  in	
  Iran	
  and	
  conducted	
  her	
  own	
  study	
  on	
  the	
  Island	
  of	
  Qeshm	
  in	
  the	
  Persian	
  Gulf.	
  She	
  
also	
  collected	
  statements	
  by	
  religious	
  leaders	
  about	
  FGM.	
  Her	
  research	
  was	
  published	
  this	
  
year	
  in	
  the	
  book	
  “Razor	
  and	
  Tradition”	
  in	
  Persian.	
  	
  

	
  
Rayehe	
  Mozafarian	
  on	
  Qeshm	
  Island	
  
	
  
Osman	
  Mahmoudi,	
  Ph.D.	
  student	
  in	
  Family	
  Counseling	
  in	
  Kermanshah	
  Province,	
  City	
  
Javanrood	
  was	
  planning	
  to	
  write	
  his	
  thesis	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  of	
  Kermansheh	
  and	
  had	
  
previously	
  contacted	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  asking	
  for	
  support.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  conference	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  coordinate	
  with	
  Ms	
  Mozafarian	
  and	
  Mr	
  Mahmoudi	
  
further	
  cooperation	
  and	
  support	
  for	
  their	
  projects.	
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2.4.1	
  Research	
  in	
  the	
  Iranian	
  province	
  of	
  Kermansheh	
  (indicator	
  3.1)	
  
	
  
With	
  the	
  support	
  of	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East,	
  Mr	
  Mahmoudi	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  start	
  his	
  research	
  
about	
  the	
  “Comparisons	
  of	
  mental	
  health,	
  sexual	
  function	
  and	
  marital	
  satisfaction	
  of	
  couples	
  
who	
  are	
  victim	
  of	
  female	
  genital	
  mutilation	
  and	
  other	
  couples	
  in	
  Kurdistan	
  Iran”.	
  The	
  
questionnaires	
  were	
  prepared	
  and	
  colleagues	
  trained	
  to	
  interview	
  couples.	
  Six	
  institutions	
  
were	
  found	
  for	
  cooperation.	
  First	
  interviews	
  started	
  in	
  October.	
  For	
  this	
  study	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  500	
  
couples	
  (250	
  with	
  the	
  wife	
  victim	
  to	
  FGM	
  and	
  250	
  with	
  non-­‐mutilated	
  women)	
  will	
  be	
  
interviewed	
  in	
  three	
  cities	
  and	
  50	
  villages	
  in	
  West	
  Iran.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
2.4.2	
  Translation	
  of	
  research	
  results	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  Iran	
  and	
  statement	
  to	
  HRC	
  	
  
(indicator	
  1.3,	
  3.1)	
  
	
  
With	
  the	
  support	
  of	
  Verein	
  Südwind	
  Entwicklungspolitik,	
  an	
  Austrian	
  non-­‐governmental	
  
organization,	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  publish	
  results	
  from	
  Ms	
  Mozafarians	
  book	
  „Razor	
  and	
  
Tradition“	
  in	
  English	
  in	
  the	
  publication	
  „Violation	
  of	
  Girls’	
  rights:	
  Child	
  Marriage	
  and	
  FGM	
  in	
  
the	
  I.R.	
  Iran“.	
  	
  
	
  
Verein	
  Südwind	
  also	
  submitted	
  a	
  statement	
  to	
  the	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Council	
  of	
  the	
  UN	
  General	
  
Assembly	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  Iran	
  on	
  June	
  6th.	
  
	
  
2.4.3	
  Educational	
  Training	
  in	
  the	
  Iranian	
  provinces	
  Kermanshah	
  and	
  Kurdistan	
  	
  
(indicator	
  4.3)	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Mahmoudi	
  who	
  holds	
  the	
  post	
  of	
  managing	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  Hamraz	
  Consulting	
  Center	
  
newly	
  introduced	
  a	
  training	
  session	
  about	
  FGM	
  at	
  this	
  family	
  counseling	
  center.	
  At	
  the	
  
center,	
  trainings	
  for	
  housewives	
  already	
  existed	
  in	
  which	
  daily	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  coping	
  with	
  
marital	
  problems,	
  hygiene	
  and	
  health	
  issues	
  were	
  discussed.	
  Since	
  summer	
  2014,	
  Mr.	
  
Mahmoudi	
  and	
  his	
  colleagues	
  are	
  also	
  discussing	
  psychological	
  and	
  physiological	
  risks	
  of	
  
FGM	
  within	
  these	
  classes.	
  
	
  
During	
  Ramadan	
  in	
  July	
  2014,	
  23	
  training	
  sessions	
  for	
  1.300	
  housewives	
  were	
  held.	
  The	
  
discussions	
  showed	
  that	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  consequences	
  of	
  FGM	
  was	
  low.	
  To	
  support	
  
the	
  message	
  of	
  these	
  sessions	
  the	
  book	
  on	
  FGM	
  by	
  Wadi’s	
  head	
  of	
  the	
  Iraq	
  office	
  Falah	
  
Muradkhin	
  was	
  translated	
  into	
  Persian.	
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2.5	
  Iraq	
  Projects	
  
	
  
Since	
  June	
  2014	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  18-­‐months	
  campaign	
  against	
  FGM	
  in	
  Northern	
  Iraq	
  and	
  
the	
  Kirkuk	
  region	
  is	
  co-­‐funded	
  by	
  Unicef	
  Iraq.	
  Details	
  will	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  report	
  “Core	
  Funding	
  
Activities	
  to	
  Advance	
  Women’s	
  Rights	
  in	
  Kurdish	
  Northern	
  Iraq“,	
  contract	
  No.	
  DRAG	
  
10080003.	
  
	
  
For	
  the	
  first	
  time,	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  show	
  that	
  FGM	
  also	
  exists	
  outside	
  the	
  Northern	
  Iraqi	
  
Kurdish	
  region.	
  Wadi	
  and	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  supported	
  a	
  study	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  South-­‐Central	
  
Iraq	
  which	
  showed	
  a	
  prevalence	
  of	
  25%	
  which	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  July.	
  
	
  
The	
  author	
  of	
  the	
  study	
  had	
  been	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  Second	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  
East	
  and	
  Asia	
  and	
  had	
  presented	
  her	
  findings.	
  	
  
	
  
Another	
  important	
  breakthrough	
  was	
  the	
  fatwa	
  issued	
  by	
  Grand	
  Ayatollah	
  Al	
  Sistani	
  who	
  is	
  
the	
  most	
  important	
  religious	
  Shia	
  authority	
  in	
  Iraq.	
  Sistani	
  took	
  a	
  firm	
  stand	
  against	
  FGM,	
  
answering	
  a	
  question	
  by	
  the	
  Iranian	
  activist	
  Rayehe	
  Mozafarian:	
  	
  
	
  
“If	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  female	
  genital	
  circumcision	
  is	
  cutting	
  clitoris	
  this	
  operation	
  is	
  not	
  right	
  
and	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  religious	
  tradition.	
  If	
  the	
  girl	
  is	
  hurt,	
  it	
  is	
  prohibited.	
  Female	
  genital	
  (sexual)	
  
mutilation	
  or	
  cutting	
  off	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  her	
  genital	
  is	
  certainly	
  a	
  crime	
  against	
  girls	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  
no	
  permission	
  and	
  justification	
  for	
  parents	
  to	
  do	
  this	
  operation.“	
  
	
  
His	
  fatwa	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  findings	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  Central	
  and	
  Southern	
  Iraq	
  are	
  starting	
  to	
  
trigger	
  a	
  discussion	
  about	
  a	
  topic	
  which	
  is	
  still	
  entirely	
  a	
  taboo	
  subject.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  has	
  also	
  caught	
  the	
  attention	
  of	
  Unicef	
  Iraq	
  and	
  currently	
  negotiations	
  are	
  
underway	
  between	
  WADI	
  and	
  Unicef	
  how	
  a	
  campaign	
  in	
  central	
  Iraq	
  can	
  be	
  supported	
  
by	
  Unicef.	
  
	
  
	
  
2.6	
  Winning	
  religious	
  leaders	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  stand	
  against	
  FGM	
  (indicator	
  1.2)	
  
	
  
Ms.	
  Mozafarian	
  had	
  already	
  requested	
  statements	
  from	
  religious	
  authorities	
  in	
  Iran	
  about	
  
their	
  religious	
  opinion	
  concerning	
  FGM.	
  The	
  collection	
  of	
  statements	
  are	
  published	
  in	
  her	
  
book	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  short	
  version	
  in	
  the	
  English	
  documentation	
  Violation	
  of	
  Girls’	
  rights:	
  Child	
  
Marriage	
  and	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  I.R.	
  Iran.	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  translated	
  and	
  published	
  
statements	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  Ayatollahs	
  in	
  full	
  length	
  on	
  its	
  Website:	
  
Grand	
  Ayatollah	
  Al	
  Sistani	
  
Supreme	
  Leader	
  of	
  I.R.	
  Iran	
  Ayatollah	
  Khamenei	
  
	
  
Professor	
  Abdulrahim	
  Rouzi,	
  gynecologist	
  at	
  the	
  King	
  Abdulazziz	
  University	
  in	
  Jeddah,	
  was	
  
able	
  to	
  convince	
  Saudi	
  Sheikh	
  Mohammad	
  Al	
  Arefe	
  with	
  9	
  million	
  followers	
  on	
  twitter	
  to	
  
state	
  on	
  youtube	
  that	
  FGM	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  Islamic	
  ritual	
  „because	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  proven	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
not	
  a	
  good	
  deed,	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  habit	
  done	
  by	
  Arabs	
  pre	
  Islam.“	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  
translated	
  the	
  statement	
  and	
  published	
  it	
  on	
  its	
  website.	
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2.7	
  Public	
  Relations	
  (Indicators	
  1.1.,	
  1.2,	
  1.3.,	
  3.1.,	
  3.2.,	
  3.3.)	
  

	
  
2.7.1	
  English	
  Website	
  	
  

	
  
Several	
  new	
  pages	
  have	
  been	
  added	
  to	
  the	
  English	
  website:	
  
India	
  
Saudi	
  Arabia	
  
Iran	
  
Indonesia	
  
Fatwas	
  against	
  FGM	
  
No	
  African	
  Problem	
  
	
  
The	
  page	
  Fatwas	
  against	
  FGM	
  is	
  a	
  collection	
  of	
  relevant	
  religious	
  rulings	
  condemning	
  FGM	
  
sorted	
  by	
  arguments.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  page	
  “No	
  African	
  Problem”	
  is	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  a	
  series	
  which	
  will	
  discuss	
  different	
  aspects	
  of	
  
the	
  phenomenon	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia,	
  differences	
  to	
  FGM	
  in	
  Africa	
  and	
  reasons	
  for	
  its	
  neglection	
  
on	
  the	
  Asian	
  continent.	
  The	
  first	
  article	
  discusses	
  the	
  MICS	
  and	
  household	
  surveys	
  Unicef	
  
based	
  its	
  “statistical	
  overview	
  on	
  FGM”	
  on	
  and	
  discusses	
  how	
  and	
  why	
  data	
  was	
  not	
  
collected	
  in	
  Asian	
  countries.	
  	
  
The	
  same	
  article	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  German	
  Third	
  World	
  Magazine	
  IZ3W	
  under	
  the	
  Title	
  
“Weibliche	
  Genitalverstümmelung	
  ist	
  kein	
  afrikanisches	
  Problem”	
  
	
  
All	
  new	
  and	
  newly	
  found	
  research	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  was	
  collected	
  on	
  the	
  Research	
  
page	
  providing	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  collection	
  and	
  data	
  base	
  for	
  researchers	
  and	
  journalists.	
  
Short	
  summaries	
  of	
  the	
  studies	
  ensure	
  a	
  fast	
  find.	
  	
  
	
  
Also	
  the	
  Link	
  list	
  “Connect	
  with	
  others”	
  was	
  complemented	
  by	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  dozen	
  of	
  
organizations	
  working	
  in	
  FGM.	
  
	
  
The	
  page	
  Films	
  and	
  other	
  resources	
  was	
  enhanced	
  by	
  educational	
  and	
  other	
  youtube	
  films	
  
about	
  FGM.	
  
	
  
The	
  whole	
  website	
  which	
  had	
  been	
  launched	
  in	
  April	
  2013	
  was	
  undated	
  completely	
  in	
  
October	
  according	
  to	
  new	
  research	
  and	
  article	
  findings.	
  
	
  
The	
  newswire	
  of	
  the	
  website	
  was	
  regularly	
  updated	
  with	
  news	
  articles	
  from	
  the	
  region.	
  
During	
  the	
  reporting	
  Period	
  10	
  press	
  releases	
  and	
  blog	
  entries	
  were	
  written	
  and	
  published:	
  
	
  
Law	
  or	
  education	
  –	
  the	
  debate	
  how	
  to	
  eliminate	
  FGM,	
  7.	
  Aug	
  2013	
  
New	
  FGM	
  study	
  inline	
  with	
  Wadi	
  findings,	
  25.	
  Aug	
  2013	
  
Saudi	
  Ministry	
  Sheikh	
  pro	
  FGM?,	
  29.	
  Sept	
  2013	
  
An	
  amazing	
  case	
  of	
  informed	
  ignorance,	
  29.	
  Oct	
  2013	
  
Field	
  Trip	
  to	
  Oman:	
  FGM	
  is	
  acknowledged	
  but	
  is	
  afraid	
  to	
  tackle	
  it,	
  30.	
  Nov	
  2013	
  
Oman:	
  Precise	
  descriptions	
  of	
  FGM	
  already	
  in	
  the	
  1960s,	
  3.	
  Dec	
  2013	
  
Meeting	
  a	
  circumciser:	
  Men	
  suffer	
  from	
  it,	
  6.	
  Dec	
  2013	
  
Mufti	
  of	
  Oman:	
  We	
  can’t	
  describe	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  crime	
  against	
  women,	
  21.	
  Jan	
  2014	
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New	
  study	
  in	
  Oman	
  shows	
  high	
  prevalence	
  of	
  FGM,	
  22.	
  Jan	
  2014	
  
In	
  Oman	
  80%	
  of	
  women	
  could	
  be	
  mutilated	
  –	
  results	
  of	
  a	
  two-­‐week	
  field	
  trip,	
  31.	
  Jan	
  2014	
  
Day	
  of	
  Zero	
  Tolerance	
  to	
  Female	
  Genital	
  Mutilation;	
  Action	
  in	
  Asia	
  is	
  needed	
  5.	
  Feb	
  2014	
  
Feb	
  6th:	
  Many	
  media	
  reports	
  on	
  our	
  work	
  and	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia	
  7.Feb	
  2014	
  
Joint	
  forces	
  against	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia	
  and	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  11.	
  Feb	
  2014	
  
Second	
  Middle	
  East	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  to	
  tackle	
  myths	
  30.	
  Apr	
  2014	
  
Second	
  Middle	
  East	
  &	
  Asia	
  Conference	
  on	
  FGM	
  shows	
  that	
  new	
  strategies	
  are	
  needed	
  16.	
  
May	
  2014	
  
Talking	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  Dubai	
  4.	
  June	
  2014	
  
The	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  Supreme	
  Leader	
  of	
  the	
  Islamic	
  Republic	
  of	
  Iran	
  on	
  Female	
  Genital	
  
Mutilation	
  7.	
  June	
  2014	
  
Kurdish	
  villages	
  declare	
  themselves	
  FGM-­‐free	
  13.	
  June	
  2014	
  
One	
  in	
  four	
  women	
  in	
  Central	
  and	
  Southern	
  Iraq	
  is	
  affected	
  by	
  Female	
  Genital	
  Mutilation,	
  
new	
  study	
  suggests	
  	
  14.	
  Jul	
  2014	
  
Don’t	
  leave	
  girls	
  under	
  FGM	
  threat	
  by	
  ISIS	
  alone!	
  24.	
  Jul	
  2014	
  
FGM	
  in	
  Iraq:	
  The	
  hoax	
  of	
  a	
  hoax?	
  29.	
  Jul	
  2014	
  
New	
  report:	
  Female	
  Genital	
  Mutilation	
  and	
  Child	
  Marriage	
  in	
  Iran	
  30.	
  Jul	
  2014	
  
Tackling	
  FGM	
  in	
  Iran:	
  Education	
  about	
  FGM	
  during	
  life	
  skill	
  classes	
  for	
  housewives	
  5.	
  Aug	
  
2014	
  
Iraqi	
  Grand	
  Ayatollah	
  al-­‐Sistani	
  issues	
  Fatwa	
  against	
  FGM	
  6.Aug	
  2014	
  
Popular	
  Saudi	
  Sheikh	
  Alarefe	
  warns	
  of	
  the	
  way	
  FGM	
  is	
  done	
  6.Aug	
  	
  2014	
  
Elimination	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  one	
  generation	
  possible	
  –	
  After	
  9	
  years	
  campaigning	
  70%	
  oppose	
  
practice	
  in	
  Iraqi	
  Kurdistan	
  15.	
  Sep	
  2014	
  
	
  
2.7.2	
  Arabic	
  Website	
  	
  
In	
  August	
  the	
  Arabic	
  website	
  was	
  launched.	
  It	
  includes	
  the	
  translation	
  of	
  all	
  page	
  articles	
  
found	
  on	
  the	
  English	
  website	
  at	
  that	
  time.	
  Page	
  articles	
  which	
  were	
  added	
  later	
  to	
  the	
  
English	
  website	
  have	
  been	
  translated	
  into	
  Arabic	
  successively,	
  the	
  newswire	
  has	
  been	
  filled	
  
with	
  news	
  stories	
  from	
  the	
  region.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  objective	
  of	
  the	
  blog	
  is	
  to	
  collect	
  material	
  in	
  Arabic	
  covering	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East,	
  and	
  
also	
  provide	
  Arabic	
  content	
  produced	
  by	
  the	
  Wadi	
  team	
  concerning	
  progress	
  of	
  work	
  within	
  
the	
  region.	
  	
  
	
  
Twelve	
  press	
  statements	
  and	
  project	
  updates	
  have	
  been	
  translated	
  into	
  Arabic:	
  
The	
  Press	
  Release	
  on	
  the	
  occasion	
  of	
  Zero	
  tolerance	
  Day	
  2013	
  
The	
  launch	
  of	
  the	
  campaign	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  
The	
  PR	
  on	
  the	
  BBC	
  Film	
  in	
  Kurdistan	
  
The	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  Circumciser	
  in	
  Oman	
  
On	
  the	
  occasion	
  of	
  February	
  6th:	
  Zero	
  Tolerance	
  on	
  FGM	
  	
  
Second	
  FGM	
  conference	
  on	
  elimination	
  of	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  
One	
  Generation	
  to	
  eliminate	
  FGM	
  
Opening	
  a	
  dialogue	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  Iran	
  
An	
  Article	
  about	
  the	
  second	
  FGM	
  conference	
  
Evidence	
  on	
  FGM	
  being	
  practiced	
  in	
  Oman	
  since	
  1960	
  
Field	
  visit	
  to	
  Oman	
  	
  
Interview	
  with	
  Marzouka	
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The	
  website	
  also	
  provided	
  29	
  articles	
  and	
  snippets	
  on	
  FGM	
  found	
  in	
  Arab	
  media.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
2.7.3	
  Facebook	
  
	
  
All	
  articles	
  from	
  the	
  Arabic	
  and	
  English	
  Website	
  were	
  posted	
  on	
  Facebook	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  
other	
  interesting	
  FGM	
  related	
  articles	
  and	
  cartoons	
  found	
  on	
  the	
  Web.	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  Likes	
  
reached	
  445	
  by	
  October	
  2014	
  with	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  people	
  reached	
  ranging	
  between	
  42	
  and	
  
490	
  in	
  October.	
  The	
  page	
  is	
  liked	
  by	
  a	
  high	
  number	
  of	
  people	
  from	
  effected	
  countries	
  with	
  
180	
  from	
  Iraq,	
  Egypt,	
  Iran,	
  Indonesia,	
  Malaysia,	
  Jordan,	
  Sudan,	
  India,	
  Syria,	
  Qatar,	
  Saudi	
  
Arabia,	
  United	
  Arab	
  Emirates,	
  Pakistan	
  and	
  Oman.	
  	
  
	
  
Visits	
  peeked	
  in	
  February	
  and	
  end	
  of	
  May,	
  beginning	
  of	
  June	
  when	
  several	
  press	
  statements	
  
were	
  posted.	
  	
  
	
  
2.7.4	
  Media	
  work	
  (Indicator	
  1.1.)	
  
	
  
The	
  main	
  media	
  work	
  started	
  after	
  the	
  field	
  trip	
  to	
  Oman.	
  Prior	
  to	
  this	
  trip	
  one	
  interview	
  was	
  
given	
  to	
  the	
  freelancer	
  Mirielle	
  Valette	
  who	
  published	
  it	
  under	
  the	
  title	
  “Sexual	
  Mutilations	
  
outside	
  Africa”	
  in	
  English	
  and	
  French	
  in	
  the	
  feminist	
  online	
  magazine	
  Sisyphe.	
  Project	
  
Coordinator	
  Hannah	
  Wettig	
  wrote	
  an	
  article	
  about	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  the	
  BBC	
  Film	
  
about	
  Kurdistan	
  on	
  Publikative.org.	
  In	
  Oman	
  we	
  met	
  a	
  journalist	
  from	
  Muscat	
  Daily	
  (see	
  
Oman	
  report).	
  The	
  findings	
  for	
  Oman	
  were	
  reflected	
  in	
  different	
  articles	
  and	
  blogs	
  and	
  
networks	
  like	
  wluml	
  or	
  No	
  FGM	
  Australia.	
  Also	
  to	
  the	
  Oman	
  context	
  belongs	
  an	
  article	
  by	
  the	
  
popular	
  Y-­‐	
  Magazine	
  about	
  our	
  findings.	
  	
  
	
  
Around	
  the	
  remembrance	
  Day	
  against	
  FGM	
  in	
  February	
  an	
  interesting	
  article	
  about	
  our	
  work	
  
was	
  Embracing	
  shame:	
  turning	
  honour	
  on	
  its	
  head	
  by	
  Heidi	
  Basch-­‐Harod	
  in	
  Open	
  
Democracy.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  Dutch	
  media	
  we	
  got	
  the	
  following	
  articles:	
  'Meisjesbesnijdenis	
  heeft	
  wel	
  degelijk	
  met	
  de	
  
islam	
  te	
  maken'.	
  Another	
  one	
  by	
  “Trouw”	
  “Vrouwenbesnijdenis	
  met	
  glasscherven	
  en	
  daarna	
  
as	
  op	
  de	
  wond”	
  from	
  June	
  is	
  here.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  German	
  daily	
  Die	
  Welt	
  we	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  long	
  article	
  “Der	
  schwierige	
  Kampf	
  
gegen	
  ein	
  brutales	
  Ritual”	
  about	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  in	
  February.	
  Die	
  Welt	
  also	
  took	
  
notice	
  of	
  our	
  press	
  statement	
  “FGM	
  in	
  Iraq:	
  The	
  hoax	
  of	
  a	
  hoax?”	
  and	
  asked	
  us	
  to	
  write	
  
something	
  for	
  their	
  audience	
  in	
  German	
  about	
  the	
  Islamic	
  State	
  and	
  Fatwas	
  on	
  FGM:	
  
“Genitalverstümmelung	
  –	
  Fatwa	
  oder	
  Falschmeldung?”	
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Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  also	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  German	
  development	
  periodical	
  IZ3W:	
  
“Weibliche	
  Genitalverstümmelung	
  ist	
  kein	
  ‘afrikanisches’	
  Problem”.	
  The	
  German	
  Radio	
  
Dreyeckland	
  interviewed	
  Hannah	
  Wettig	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  conference	
  in	
  Istanbul	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  Asia:	
  
FGM-­‐	
  die	
  Verstümmelung	
  weiblicher	
  Genitalien	
  weiter	
  verbreitet	
  als	
  angenommen	
  
	
  
Almost	
  60	
  journalists	
  were	
  contacted	
  in	
  Istanbul	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  conference,	
  mainly	
  foreign	
  
correspondents	
  based	
  in	
  Istanbul.	
  Of	
  these	
  three	
  came	
  to	
  the	
  conference.	
  Here	
  is	
  the	
  
detailed	
  article	
  the	
  participating	
  NGO	
  Terre	
  des	
  Femmes	
  (german	
  section)	
  wrote	
  about	
  the	
  
conference.	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  Reza	
  Aslan’s	
  comments	
  about	
  FGM	
  being	
  an	
  African	
  Problem	
  in	
  reaction	
  to	
  Bill	
  Maher’s	
  
remarks	
  on	
  Islam,	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  contacted	
  both	
  Reza	
  Azlan	
  and	
  the	
  journalist	
  at	
  
Pundit	
  Fact	
  (Tampa	
  Bay	
  Times)	
  who	
  had	
  qualified	
  Reza	
  Aslan’s	
  comments	
  as	
  correct.	
  As	
  a	
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result	
  Pundit	
  Fact	
  wrote	
  a	
  second	
  article	
  correcting	
  its	
  previous	
  view	
  and	
  quoting	
  also	
  other	
  
experts	
  that	
  FGM	
  was	
  indeed	
  widespread	
  in	
  Asia:	
  
Revisiting	
  Reza	
  Aslan’s	
  Response	
  to	
  Bill	
  Maher	
  on	
  female	
  genital	
  mutilation	
  
	
  
Reza	
  Aslan	
  send	
  an	
  email	
  pointing	
  to	
  the	
  UNICEF	
  numbers	
  for	
  his	
  view.	
  
	
  
2.7.5	
  Lecture	
  in	
  Dubai	
  (indicator	
  1.1.)	
  
	
  
The	
  project	
  coordinator	
  of	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  Dubai	
  to	
  speak	
  about	
  FGM	
  
in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  and	
  Asia	
  at	
  Bold	
  Talks	
  women	
  on	
  May	
  31st.	
  This	
  was	
  a	
  highly	
  publicizes	
  
event	
  at	
  the	
  Dubai	
  Community	
  Theatre	
  &	
  Arts	
  Centre	
  (DUCTAC)	
  in	
  the	
  Mall	
  of	
  the	
  Emirates.	
  
About	
  400	
  people	
  attended	
  the	
  whole	
  day	
  event	
  in	
  a	
  Ted	
  talk	
  format.	
  After	
  the	
  lecture	
  about	
  
a	
  dozen	
  spectators	
  asked	
  for	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  FGM	
  or	
  for	
  ways	
  they	
  could	
  help.	
  Three	
  
U.A.E.	
  based	
  media	
  outlets	
  interviewed	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  East	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  following	
  the	
  
lecture	
  in	
  Dubai:	
  the	
  women	
  magazines	
  Femina,	
  Emirati	
  Women	
  Magazine	
  and	
  the	
  
newspaper	
  The	
  National.	
  After	
  contacting	
  them	
  recently	
  the	
  journalists	
  of	
  the	
  women’s	
  
magazines	
  affirmed	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  still	
  awaiting	
  publication.	
  
	
  
2.7.6	
  Girls’	
  Summit	
  London	
  (objective	
  1)	
  
	
  
In	
  July,	
  filmmaker	
  John	
  Chua	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  speak	
  about	
  Wadi’s	
  work	
  at	
  Girl	
  Summit	
  in	
  
London,	
  the	
  UNICEF	
  conference	
  hosted	
  by	
  David	
  Cameron	
  and	
  attended	
  by	
  world	
  leaders	
  
and	
  specialists	
  in	
  human	
  rights.	
  He	
  spoke	
  about	
  the	
  work	
  Wadi	
  has	
  done	
  with	
  help	
  from	
  
Hivos,	
  and	
  the	
  successes	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  our	
  future	
  plans	
  to	
  use	
  video	
  
documentation	
  to	
  expose	
  FGM	
  in	
  areas	
  outside	
  the	
  African	
  continent.	
  
	
  
Omani	
  activist	
  Habiba	
  Al	
  Hinai	
  was	
  also	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  Summit	
  and	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  speak	
  about	
  
FGM	
  in	
  Oman	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  Arabian	
  peninsula.	
  
	
  
2.9	
  Outreach	
  to	
  researcher	
  (Indicator	
  3.1.)	
  
	
  
Several	
  researchers	
  working	
  on	
  FGM	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  were	
  contacted,	
  namely	
  in	
  Saudi	
  Arabia,	
  
Iran,	
  the	
  U.A.E.,	
  Kuwait,	
  Israel.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  December	
  a	
  meeting	
  in	
  Istanbul	
  was	
  arranged	
  with	
  Professor	
  Abdulrahim	
  Rouzi	
  from	
  King	
  
Abdulaziz	
  University	
  in	
  Jeddah	
  (see	
  attached	
  report).	
  Professor	
  Rouzi	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  
conference	
  in	
  Istanbul,	
  he	
  is	
  sharing	
  his	
  work	
  and	
  providing	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  in	
  
Asia	
  network	
  with	
  information	
  when	
  they	
  need	
  it.	
  	
  
	
  
Researchers	
  from	
  Iran	
  where	
  also	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  conference	
  in	
  Istanbul.	
  Stop	
  FGM	
  Middle	
  
East	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  support	
  their	
  research	
  and	
  work	
  following	
  the	
  conference.	
  (See:	
  projects	
  in	
  
Iran)	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  assistant	
  of	
  Professor	
  Belmaker	
  of	
  Ben	
  Gurion	
  University	
  of	
  Negev	
  provided	
  us	
  with	
  
unpublished	
  studies	
  about	
  Bedouins	
  who	
  used	
  to	
  practice	
  FGM	
  and	
  background	
  information.	
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2.10	
  Other	
  activities	
  
	
  
In	
  October	
  Hivos	
  printed	
  a	
  flyer.	
  

	
  
	
  


